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HEN I was a Boy, I delighted 

to amufe myfelf with a Collec- 
Kon tion of Pebbles ; which I car- 
Wataneg vied in my Pocket, to a Pond, 
MWeee on the fide whereof [ woud fit 
g~ me down, and with great Gra- 
a2 vity, and Compofure of Coun- 
&” tenance, to's a Stone, now and 





. val then, into the Middle of the Water ; obferving, 
feems » with no fmall Satisfaction, and Curiofity, the Pro- 
His | greflive Expanfion of Circles; which, taking Be- 
= Was) ginning, from the Central Difturbance of the Water, 
> but) form’d, and pufh’d on, One another, till the Laft, 
‘Ene-" and Largeft, became wide enough to ftrike the 
ifible ‘Shores of the Pool, all round ; and, then, the Sur- 
ied it, face recover’d its Smoothnefs. 

WAT ~ I piscERN, inthis recollected Idea, the Image’ 
> == of my prefent Amufemenr — We are ftill bur 
vhich Children, of a different Growth ; and there is a 
arm’d Mortifying Refersblance between the Paftimes of 
deas our Youth, and Manhood, not only in their Choice, 
"> Yet but their Importance. — [zis Difficult for a Great 
>. General, a Fudge, or a Prime Minifter, to difcover 
been Him/e/f, in this diminutive Comparifon 5 yet, the 
While Reft of the World, comparing them, will fee the 
h all Likene/s of the Picture; and the Bufieft Orbs, they 
» had acted in, will, once, as Calmy forget them, as the 
ifible Waters in my Pool fubfided, from their tranfient 
ed a Difturbance by the Pebble. 
very So too, my Labours, I am fenfible, will be Jorz, 
king. and die, like a Bubble ; yer is my Vanity too active 
His for my Reafon, and I am renewing my Childifh 
was Divertion, and can delight myfelf with the Enlarge- 
tded, ment of my Circles ; which, having begun with the 
gan- degenerate Stage, will grow wider and wider, by 
tion Degrees, till they take in the moft Diftant Quar- 
r of ters, of the Duwi/, the Gay, and the Thoughtful. 
»dy’s Bur that, I have no Regard to Regwlarity, in 
able my Procefs, I ought to difcourfe firft, of the Firft, 


in ' outot the Reverence I bear to a Certain refpected 


tre{- Order of Men, and to the Forms, which their Prac- 
ying tice makes Vewerable : Yet, having remark’d, that 
e it the TRUTH they invite us to fee, lies fo deeply 
was Entrench’'d behind thofe dry and methodical Baf- 
tke7 tions, wherewith they fortify, and furround it, that 

we are contented to believe It is there, without 

concerning ourfelves to fcale its Diftinctions, — I 
— therefore fly from the Prefumption of aflaulting 
tale their Logical Citade/s, and content myfelf with this 
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humble With for their Benefit — That They wou’d 


from their Difputes — In/uffictency from their Ree 
fonings — And Aximofity from their Refentments: 
that, fo, their Lights might fhine, unclouded ; and 
the World, without Regrer, allow that Homage to 
their Sincerity, which will be, tenacioufly, with- 
held from their Pretezfious. : 

PutTtT1ING off, therefore, from this Venerable 
Coaft, I fhall drop Anchor in the Haven of 4éti- 
vity ; the Province of the PoMtic and Ambitious : 
Yet, methinks, I fhould retract this Metaphor ; fince 
It is unreafonable to miftake for a Harbour, a wild, 
and open, Beach; where there is no Shelter from 
the. Sea, that beats Inward; nor any Likelihood 
Either of Reft, or Safety, but from Change of Situa- 
Lion. 

How miftakingly did our too humble Anceftors, 
content themfelves, under a confcious Superiority 
in Courage, and Honefty, to believe that They were 
Lefs dext’rous Intriguers, Lefs penetrating State/men, 
than their Neighbours! —- The Vanity of thofe 
prefuming Centurers, hath now been taught, to 
know us better : We are become, within thefe few 
Years, a Nation of Politicians. — Men, who have 
no higher Notions of the Bleffings of Liberty, than 
they derive from certain, feufible Arguments, which 
it intitles them to expect,’for Giving up their Share 
of it, to the moft Liberal Reafouer, carry the Hu- 
mour of their free-born Sentiments to fo whimfical 
a Degree of Extravagance, as to value themfelves 
upon their Freedom, even again{t the Honeft Gentle- 
men, to whom they have /o/d it, and, after having 
made the moft, of Their Claim, in the Conftitu- 
tion of their Country, joiz the Clamours of the 
difinterefted Patriot, againit bought Voices, and Cor~ 
ruption. 

MeruiNnkKs the ridiculous Frequency of this 
Obfervation, which Every Man might make, in 
Every Corner, were he unbiafs’d enough to reflect 
impartially, fhou’d either make meed/e/s the Endea~ 
vours, or 2 little cool the Expectation, of our po- 
litical weekly Writers. -~ There is Great Spirit, and 
Force, in fome of the Writings of thefe Gentle- | 
men; and fuch indeed is the Power of their Elo. . a {f° 
quence, thar ic is nome of the leaft Pleafant Re-™ ;*! 
marks which may be made on its Effects, to ob- 4 / : 
ferve thofe Ewemies Exroll’d, whofe Duty it is to 
defeat it, taking Pains to i//uftrate, unveil, and 
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exforce, its mot dangerous Hints, where ever they 


« happen to be left obfcure, and myitcrious — yet, 


one Thing, in the Hurry of their Zeal, Even Thofe 
Active Reformers feem to have forgotten; and it 
is This — that, while they are Kefining the Ideas 
of Government, They are outftretching, not only 
the Wifh, but the very Coxception of thofe Objects, 
they attempt to work upon ; for they rather con- 
found, than enlighten, the Multitude. — And truly 
I am apt to believe, that the Beft Succefs they can 
hope for from the Event of thefe Elaborate Illu- 
ftrations, will be like the Converfion of honeft 
Squanto, the American ; upon whom, a Pajfor, 
of Eminent. Piety, was ambitious of Difplaying 
his Influence, and took Occafion to ask him, before 
fome Reverend Affociates, who had accompanied 
him to the moft Solemn Proof He cou’d give of 
his Attachment to Chriftianity, “© Whether He did 
« not perceive himfelf to be imwardly comforted, 
«¢ and refrefbed, by the Holy Cup ? — Yes, anfwer'd 


S Squanto (with his native Simplicity, and Inno- 


« cence) It was very Good, — But Rum is better. 
THERE is a Coarfenels in the Popular Palates, 

which will always be Returning to their Rum: So 

that, tho’ it is Eafy to intoxicate them, with Li- 


-guors of a finer Quality, They but rage, and roar, 


for an Hour, and then, — /leep away the Impreffion : 
infomuch that, barring fome tumultuous Changes 
which have been the Effect of a firft Fury, It is 
Rarely they derive Events agreeable to their Expec- 
tation, Even with Refpect to the Hopes, or Ambi- 
tion, of their Leaders; But zever, with Refpec&t 
to Themfelves : For, with Regard to the Condition 
of this Broadeft Part of a Body Politic, It is of 
little perfonal Confequence what Species of Govern- 
ment they are fubject to: — There will always be 
One Spike of the Calthrop pointed directly azgainft 
them: And they muft for ever find it the fame, 
tho” they turz it, a thoufand ‘Times over. 

WHEN I purfue this Reflection to its Extent, 
and, from the Heat and Turbulence of Clafhing 
Spirits in a divided Nation, look forward, to the 
Little Confequence of their mutual Bitternefs, Either 
to its Agents, or its Authors, I contract mylelf like 
a contented Snail, within the Safeguard of my Shell, 
and to compenfate for my want of Activity, liften 
with Pity, to the Winds, and Rains, which incom- 


mode the Livelier Infects, whofe Wings are wef,, 


all round me. 

YeT, if, inftead of the Specfacles, which, I 
mentioned in my Laft to have been in our Family, 
from the Reign of King Pepiz, I had the good Far- 


tune to be Mafter of a Pair of Political Balances, I 


fhou’d take infinite Delight to be Weighing Expec- 
tations, for my Neighbours, while they are hot in 
their Evening Difputes,-at a Club ; that fo I might 
Difcover to the Neceflary Exactnefs, the Value of 
Each good Citizen’s Share, in a Change of the Mi- 
niftry, or a Revolution. — One might hope, from 
a Debtor, and Creditor, of this new kind, to adjuft 
the very Degree of Defiance, and Faction, to which 
a Taylor, for Example, ought to let himfelf out, in 
his Indignation, againft the Weaknefs of a Prime 
Minifter ; — and how-many Bar/ey-Cornus beyond 
Him, It is allowable, in point of Profpect, and 
Diftinction, to indulge Invedctives and Sedition, to 
the Deputy of the Ward, or the Alderman. 


fad 


I aM almoft afraid, It wou’d be found (to ho,” 
row a Simile becoming a Prompter) that, why. 
ever Change there might be in.the Sceze, "The Gags 
Patriots, I have been naming, wou'd be fill by, 
Spefators of the Show, and poflefs the faze Beny 
they were plac’d on, at.their Entrance into th 
Thea:re: — And, if fo, methinks, the Violence, 
with which Men maintain, and propagate, Opin, 
Ons, in the Truth or Falfhood whereor they ‘hays! 
fo little immediate Intereit, favours of the fang 
infignificant Vivacity in Po/iticks, which is fo beay! 
tifully afcrib’d to Life, by Shakz/pear, in one of hj! 
Tragedies. 

— It is a Tale, 
Told by an \deot — Full of SouND, and Fury: 
Signifying — NorHinc! — 


YET, (for I woud preferve myfelf Impartial 
tho’ the Declaimers againft Men in Power, are, 
with Regard to their Private Condition, more dif 
turb’d, I think, than they need be, .there is a Pub. 
lick Light, in which the Malignancy of Individual 
conduces evidently to the General Benefit. — Ang, 
under this View, it wou’d be as unreafonable for 4: 
Man of Moderation to condemn the Loud and th: 
Angry, as for an Honeft Fellow to take Umbrage, 


at the fetting up a Pair of Stocks, or a Whipping. 


Poft:.— It is fo natural for Pride, to aflociate it- 
{elf with Power, that a Little Infolence in the Peo- 
ple, hath fometimes prevented an Exce/$ of ‘it in 


the Minifter: Whence many a Bad Act remains ° 


undone, from a Senfe of Danger, in the Doing it. 
So that, according to the falutary Determination 


of fome of my Good Friends in the Temple, there: 
being, much to be faid on Both Sides, { will een 
be Provident in my Purpofe, and Lie by, till I have 
beard Reafon from Each Party; After which I fhall 
know, as well as another, What Wind It is proper 


to fail with. — Truly, there is no Falfe Heraldry, 
in Bearing Arms, for the U/e, and Diftinétion, of 
their Wearer ; and [ have been told, that there are 


, Boroughs, in more Places than one, to whofe Con- 


fideration, if fome People are as wife as they fhou’d 
be, a BRooMsricK might be recommended, upon 


Occafion, with no Difhonour, or Difadvantage, to » 


the Sender — We have a Dry, enforcing, Faculty, 
that is peculiar to our Family, by the Help where- 
of we are fure to be Fe/t in our Arguments ; And 
That is more than can be faid of Every Body, who 
is plac’d where he fhou’d {peak to the Purpofe. — 
CoNTENTING myfelf with having offer'd the 
Hint, I leave its Event to be found from the Wif- 


dom of Thofe, who fhou’d ¢ake it. But, becaufe | 


I will run no Hazard of fuch a Tranfpofition by 
Choice, as our Lawreat’s Half-Brother, and Name- 
fake, Sir Francis, fell into by. Blunder, when He 
found Himfelf on the Wrong Side of his Purpofe, I 
hereby enter my Proteft, before Hand, againft All 
Encomiums upon Wine, and Tobacco, Two Com- 
modities, I can never be brought to fupport any 
Schemes for the Improvement of — But, whote 
Dangerous Effects I am fo naturally an Enemy to, 
that, I fhall ever be cautious how I /we//ow rhe 
Firft ; And take Care to /moak the Second, at due 
Diftance ; for Fear of a Stink, which I have ob- 
ferv’'d to hang about the Cloaths of fome Peopla 
who flick too clofe to the Ufe of it. 
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